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Governor Godwin Salutes Lynchburg General Electric People
For Assistance in Relief Communications in Recent Disaster
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Mr. R. P. Gifford
General Manager

Communication Systems Division

Mountain View Road
Lynchburg, Virginia 24502

Dear Mr. Gifford:

g General Electric Company

September 19, 1969

On Wednesday, August 20, 1969, after a night of
horror the like of which is not in the memory of contemporary
Virginians, the General Electric Company Mobile Radio Depart-
ment, recognized that due to the events of the night that dis-
aster relief communications in and out of the Nelson County area

would bemnexistent.

Reproduced above is a small
portion of a very nice letter
received by CSD General Man-
ager Dick Gifford from Gover-
nor Mills E. Godwin, document-
ing his appreciation for the
contributions of many Lynch-
burg General Electric people,
following the "night of hor-
ror'" in the Nelson County
area August 20.

"The performance of the
General Electric Company, dur-
ing this disaster, was in
keeping with its outstanding
record as a fine corporate
citizen of the Commonwealth,"
observed Governor Godwin in
his letter.

Citing Bob Johnston of MRD
Drafting for his leadership
role in the disaster communi-
cation network--involving the

cooperation of the Lynchburg
Repeater Association, many

GE amateur radio operators,
the C&P Telephone Company,
and the Appalachian Power Co.
--as well as a number of
sales and service people in
the Richmond Regional Offices
of MRD, Governor Godwin said:

"For fear of possibly
omitting someone's name who
performed yeoman service,

I will not attempt to list

all those who did such

valiant and valuable work;

but to all of them, the

people of the Commonwealth

of Virginia are most apprecia-
tive. I can only say thanks
to all for a job well done."

Thanking Governor Godwin
for his letter, Mr. Gifford
said:

GOVERNOR MILLS E. GODWIN, JR.

"I think you would want to
know that the response of
these individuals was spontan-
eous on their part. Having
been deeply involved in mobile
communications, they were only
too aware of the service it
can render under such circum-
stances, and were very gquick
to become involved in any way
they could help--and through
them to bring in the addition-
al resource of the amateur
radio operators....l might
also add that each of the men
felt a great sense of ful-
fillment in being able to
render such service with its
very personal involvement unde
such tragic circumstances.

I'm sure this same team would
be ready to respond again
with equal fervor upon any
other emergency request from
the State."



Commonivealth of Pivginia

GOVERNOR'S QOFFICE

RICHMOND

September 19, 1969

Mr. R, . Gifford

General Manajeor

Communicaifon Systems Dlvicion
General Llectric Company
tiountain View Hoad

Lynchibur;, Virginia 24502

Dear br. GL{ford:

On Vednesday, ausust 20, 1969, after a aight of
horror the like of which ie not in the memory of contemporary
Virginfens, the General Llectric Company Moolle Radio Depavt-
ment, recsiafzed thot dee to the cveals of the night that die-
astor relicf cowwmications fo and out of the releon Counly ares
would bomncuistent,

It is rmy vaderstunding thet at the regeest of theo
Chosapeshe and Potonae Telephosne Company in Lynchbur;, the
Appalachian Pouer Company was able to procure a helicopter and
£ly Mr. Bob Jobnsoun into Lovingston with portable equipment thac
would worlk via a reseater owned by the Lynchbury Repeater ALSO-
ciacion to mother vait in tbe Lyachburg C & P offices and thono
by lasd Line to state Givil pefense heedquarters ond other dise
aeter relief eromizations. The value of this 1irk iuto aad cut
of Neluon Couniy wae of inostiwmable valua.

Gur coantact secple in Rlchmond, who helped cek wpe thil.
eysten to the Viriinia Civil pefcose headouarters, were v, n. O
G |

Gauldius, te. Pred Chripuopharsen, N Cob Raper, aud Mr. lcidno
Broinston (throuzh vhese esubpuent we first made confact iuvo

this systew).



Mr. R. P. Gifford
Page 2
September 19, 1960

On tha Lynchburs end of the clreuit there wera
fnvolved some thirty (30) amsteur radio operators, nost
of whon are General Elsctric employees as well as wembers
of the Lynchbury Repeater Assoeiaetion,

Another valuable gervice was performed by Mr, Bill
Beunett, in conjunction with He. Georye Bishop, who alao pro=
vided extra portable ground to ground and ground to alr search
equipmant which has and sei{ll is proving to be most valuabla,

The performance of the Gexeral Electric Company,
during this disaster, was in keeping with its outstanding
record as a fine corporate citizen of the Commonwealth,

For fear of poszsibly omitting someona's name who
periormaed yeoman eervice, I will not attempt to list all those
wito did such valiant and valuable work; but to all of than,
the peaple of the Commowwenith of Virginia are most appraciative,
L can only say thenks to all for a Job well done.

Sincerely,

cer Mr, J. U, Metoger, Je.
istrict Plant Manacer
C & P Yelephone Company
Lyachbury, Vicsinia 24505

ie. Joe P, Gills
Executive Vice resicent
Appalachian Povey Compnany
Post Office Box 2021
Roaunoke, Virginia 14009

Me. Jamcs D, Anos
Trustea
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